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	Introduction

	Radio frequency identification (RFID) is a technology that has been around for more than half a century.  At a simple level, it is a technology that involves tags that emit radio signals and devices called readers that pick up the signal. 

In the last few years, new interest was sparked for this “new” technology that promises to streamline and speed up inventories, supply chains and payment processes.  Its tremendous potential has begun to be harnessed to deliver new century solutions to the way manufacturers and retailers do business in the food and consumer packaged goods industry.  In particular, the benefits to end consumers are also being realized by enabling improved on shelf availability and providing the capability to enhance the shopping experience.   

The Global Commerce Initiative (GCI) Executive Board strongly recommends the implementation of RFID technology based on open, global standards.  The Auto-ID Center worked for several years on a concept for RFID and the Electronic Product Code (EPC), which is the key identifier and content of the RFID tag.  The establishment of a new organization, EPCglobal was approved on September 2003 as a joint venture of EAN International and the Uniform Code Council.  It is a not-for-profit organization entrusted by industry to establish and support the Electronic Product Code (EPC) Network as the global standard for immediate, automatic, and accurate identification of any item in the supply chain of any company, in any industry, anywhere in the world.  



	What is an Electronic Product Code (EPC)?

	The Electronic Product code (EPC) has been called the “next generation barcode” but it is much more than that.  It is an unique number that identifies a specific item in the supply chain.  The EPC is stored on a radio frequency identification (RFID) tag, which combines a silicon chip and an antenna.  Once the EPC is retrieved from the tag, it can be associated with dynamic data such as from where an item originated or the date of its production.  Much like a Global Trade Item Number (GTIN) or Vehicle Identification Number (VIN), the EPC is the key that unlocks the power of the information systems that are part of the EPCglobal Network.



	What is the EPCglobal Network?

	The EPCglobal Network is a set of technologies that enable immediate, automatic identification and sharing of information on items in the supply chain.  In that way, the EPCglobal Network will make organizations more effective by enabling true visibility of information about items in the supply chain.



	How does the EPCglobal Network function?

	The EPCglobal Network uses radio frequency identification (RFID) technology to enable true visibility of information about items in the supply chain.  The network comprised of five fundamental elements: the Electronic Product Code (EPC), the ID System (EPC Tags and Readers), Object Name Service (ONS), Physical Markup Language (PML) and Savant.



	What are the benefits of joining EPCglobal?

	· Appropriate access to the regional/global EPC data network and royalty-free EPC system license components.  This will include a user ID and security codes. This right will benefit all users who need to monitor or interact with the flow of materials and finished goods in a supply chain.
· Assignment and maintenance of EPC Manager Numbers in the Object Naming Service (ONS Registry).
· Manager(s) and object class numbers on an as-needed basis, to assign EPC numbers for pallets, cases, and items.

· Participation in the on-going development of the EPC Network standards.

· Access to EPCglobal Network components, software specifications and the published reference implementations of Savant and Physical Markup Language (PML).

· Access to certification and compliance testing.

· Access to best practices regarding consumer privacy and public policy.

· Continued influence (through EPCglobal Action Groups) on the future direction of research by Auto-ID Labs.
· Links with other subscribers to create pilots and test cases.
· Participation in joint marketing activities with EPCglobal., including joint press releases, articles, etc.

· Direct access to early adopter business users also participating in EPCglobal.

· Training and education on implementing and using the EPC and the EPCglobal Network.


	Structure of an Electronic Product Code

	The EPC number is made up of four key elements.

· Header

The header defines the overall number length of the EPC including the number, type, version and length of the subsequent partitions.

· EPC Manager

The EPC Manager is the company or entity responsible for managing the subsequent codes.

· Object Class

The object class identifies the item, eg, the stock keeping unit (SKU) or consumer unit.

· Serial Number

The serial number provides a unique serial number for all items within a given class.


	Subscription Information for Companies Headquartered in Singapore

	EPCglobal offers an exciting subscription benefits package to enable your company access to either the EPCglobal Network, its development process, or both.   Your level of engagement is completely up to you, but we encourage active involvement.

There are two subscription types available, End User and Solution Partner; depending on whether your company needs an Electronic Product Code (EPC) to access the EPCglobal Network.

· End User

This group includes manufacturers, retailers, wholesalers, carriers and government entities.  In general terms, these are organizations that have objects in motion in the supply chain.
· Solution Partner
This group includes hardware and software companies, consultants, system integrators, training companies and trade associations.  In general terms, these are organizations that help the End User community to implement the EPC Network and its technologies.

	Subscription Fee Schedule

	This subscription fee schedule only applies to companies with headquarters located in Singapore.  Initial and annual subscription fees vary based on participation in EPCglobal as an End User or a Solution Partner and the company’s annual sales volume in US$.


	End User

	Initial Subscription Fee

Subscription is the vehicle End User companies use to initiate participation in the EPCglobal community.  This fee schedule covers the full access to the EPC Network and associated standards.  The initial subscription fee includes the assignment and registration of one EPC Manager Number on the EPC Network.  
Level

Annual Sales Volume in US$
Initial Subscription Fee in S$  Including 7% GST
1

Less than $500K

$1,420.64
2

$500K - $1Mil

$2,273.02
3

$1Mil - $5Mil

$3,409.53
4

$5Mil - $10Mil

$5,682.56
5

$10Mil - $100Mil

$11,365.11
6

$100Mil - $250Mil
$22,730.22
7
$250Mil - $500Mil

$28,412.78
8
$500Mil - $1Bil

$56,825.56
9
$1Bil - $10Bil

$85,238.34
10
$10Bil - $25Bil

$113,651.12
11
$25Bil - $40Bil

$170,476.68
12
Greater than $40Bil

$227,302.24
Table 1


	Additional EPC Manager Number Fees
End Users can subscribe for additional EPC Manager Numbers at any time as required to support their business needs based on the following discount fee schedule.

Quantity

Initial Fee Per EPC Manager in S$ Including 7% GST
1-10

$3,977.79
11-50

$3,409.53
51-200

$2,273.02
201-500

$1,420.64
Over 501

$994.45
Table 2

Note :  The discount schedule listed in Table 2 applies each time additional EPC Manager Numbers are requested.  Multiple purchases of additional EPC Manager Number capacity are not considered as cumulative.


	Annual Subscription Renewal Fee
End user companies will pay annual subscription renewal fees to EPCglobal.  Annual renewal fees are calculated as forty percent (40%) of both the initial subscription fee listed in Table 1 and any additional EPC Manager Number capacity purchased (Table 2).


	Solution Partner

	Annual Subscription Fee

Solution Providers are encouraged to join EPCglobal to help commercialize the many technologies essential for EPC Network adoption.  This annual fee covers marketing activities and enables participation within the EPCglobal community.  It does not include an EPC Manager Number as this subscription offering is intended for organizations that help the End User community move goods through the supply chain.  

Annual Sales Volume in US$
Annual Fee in S$ Including 7% GST
Less than $10Mil

$5,682.56
$10Mil - $25Mil
$28,412.78
$25Mil - $50Mil
$56,825.56
$50Mil - $500Mil
$71,031.95
Greater than $500Mil

$85,238.34
Solution Partner companies with an interest in registering for an EPC Manager Number will be able to subscribe for EPC Manager Number  under fee structure for additional EPC Manager Number fee section.


	Government Agencies, Associations and Academic Institutions 

	National and international government agencies, trade associations and academic institutions with an interest to subscribe to EPCglobal may choose to join as an end user or solution provider.


	Pre-requisite for Joining EPCglobal 

	Prior to applying for EPCglobal membership, it is compulsory for all companies to subscribe to GS1 Singapore as Registered User.  A copy of GS1 Singapore’s Registered User application form can be downloaded from http://www.gs1.org.sg


	Application for EPCglobal Membership

	We hereby invite you to become a member of EPCglobal. Companies who wish to join EPCglobal are requested to fill in the reply form below and send it personally or via post together with the payment by cash or cheque to :

Mr Andy Siow
GS1 Singapore Limited
Bukit Merah Central
#03-00 SPRING Singapore Council

Singapore 159835

Cheque payment should be made payable to “GS1 Singapore Limited”.
Please note that membership will only be processed and confirmed upon receipt of full payment and is only applicable for companies with headquarters located in Singapore.  
 
For further information, please contact GS1 Singapore Officials at Tel : 68263081

Written enquiries can be sent to email:  sanc1@gs1.org.sg or Fax to 68263070


	PRIVATE
This is to confirm that I wish to join EPCglobal Singapore as a member.  Details of my company are as follows : 



	Company’s Name


	

	
	

	Company’s Address


	

	
	

	Telephone
	

	
	

	Fax
	

	
	

	Primary Contact on 

EPCglobal Matters
	

	
	

	Title
	

	
	

	Address 

	

	
	

	Telephone 
	

	
	

	Fax
	

	
	

	Email
	

	
	

	Technical Contact 
	

	
	

	Title
	

	
	

	Address


	

	
	

	Telephone
	


	Fax
	

	
	

	Email
	

	
	

	Public Relations Contact 
	

	
	

	Title
	

	
	

	Address


	

	
	

	Telephone
	

	
	

	Fax
	

	
	

	Email
	

	
	

	Website
	

	
	

	Business Registration No.

(Please bring along or  fax a copy 

of the Registry of Companies and Business Computer Information Business Profile Form to 68263070)
	

	
	

	Year of Incorporation
	

	
	

	Description of Business
	

	
	

	Nature of Business

(Please  where applicable)
	Manufacturing

· Importer

· Exporter

· Distributor

· Trader

· Retailer

· Equipment Supplier

· Publisher

· Services

· Others (Please specify)
           _______________________________________

	
	

	Type of Products

(Please  where applicable)
	    Electrical and Electronics

Food and Beverage

· Gifts

· Hardware

· Health Products

· Publications

· Shoes

· Jewellery

· Home Décor and Furnishings

· Personal Care

· Chemicals

· IT and Telecommunications

· Equipment and Machinery

· Medical Device/Technology

· Logistics

· Packaging

· Services

· Music, CD and videos

· Pharmaceuticals

· Stationery

· Textile and Garment

· Toys

· Others (Please specify)

           _______________________________________

	
	

	Annual Sales Turnover in US$
	

	
	

	Type of Subscription

(Please  where applicable)
	End User
Solution Partner

Additional EPC Manager Number

	
	

	Methods of Payment

(Please  where applicable)
	By Cash

         (Please bring along payment to GS1 Singapore’s office  for 
          registration of  membership)

· By Cheque via post

· By Cheque via personal visit to GS1 Singapore’s office

	_________________________________

               Name of Signatory
	_________________________________

                                           Designation

	_________________________________
       Signature & Company Stamp
	_________________________________

                                                  Date


	For Official Use Only

	
	

	EAN.UCC Company Prefix
	

	
	

	EPC Manager Number 
(Applicable for end user subscription only)
	

	
	

	Date of EPC Manager Number Allocation
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